
I. Call to Order - 7:05 p.m.
II. Presentation of Minutes

A. Minutes were not available at meeting. They will be posted on WANT website.
III. Presentation of Treasurer’s Report and Membership Update

A. Membership drive very successful.
B. We currently have $11,000

IV. Reports
A. Gardens Committee

1. An anonymous Donor paid to clear the area between the fence and the Metra 
tracks as well as to cut the cottonwood tree.

2. Upcoming Beautification dates. Volunteers are needed. The rain date for each 
is the following Saturday.

a) Saturday, April 5 - Spring Clean Up
b) Saturday, April 26 - Path Preparation
c) Saturday, May 3 - Pathmaking
d) Sunday, May 18 - Weeding and Pruning
e) Saturday, June 14 - Spring Planting

B. Land Use and Zoning
1. Inactive of late.
2. A question was asked about the retail going in at 5434 N. Clark. They are 

putting in a bike shop and a yoga studio.
3. An update on the Ravenswood Pub was requested.

a) It has been over a year.
b) WANT opposed a second building in the lot (a house) to the south.
c) The project has stopped work.

C. Block Party and Special Events
1. Block Party Date:  Sunday, July 13 at 1:00 p.m.
2. Same block as 2013: Balmoral from Ravenswood to Paulina.
3. The committee is being organized.
4. The committee is planning food.
5.The committee is again speaking with Balmoral businesses.

D. Yard Sale
1. Date: Saturday, June 28

a) People will submit to Deena Gordon and not individually to the Alderman’s 
Office.

b) There will be a $10 charge to participate for non-members. It is free for 
members.

c) There will be more information in the newsletter.
V. Updates and Public Comment

A. Rogers Park Montessori, Parking Restriction and Carline Traffic and Safety.
1.The parking on Ravenswood between Balmoral and Catalpa will be restricted 

for 90 minutes on school day afternoons.
a)This was suggested by Department of Transportation.
b) This is conditional (for the school year) to see if it works. 
c) The board will follow up with the Alderman .
d) The board welcomes any feedback on the new situation to discuss.



2. It was asked if Ravenswood could be widened. 
3. If anyone has problems, they should call the police district instead of 311 or 

911. 
a) Info and the phone number will be on the WANT facebook page and 

website.
4. It was mentioned that the railroad construction materials also make that 

intersection dangerous for walkers and drivers.
B. Passages Charter School

1. President Fick met with the principal and the WANT Board met with the 
Alderman about the situation.

2. The principal says that it is school policy that cars not wait.
a) Most cars ignore the policy.

3. The school puts four staff members on Bryn Mar and two on Paulina.
4. The principal encourages residents to call the police if they have problems.
5. The Alderman will have police present in mornings starting next week.
6. The principal is eager to repair the relationship with the community.
7. Passages contact info will go on the WANT website.

C. Trumbull School Reuse and Auction
1. The building will go to auction in the $2 Million range.

a) Some options could reuse the building, some will not.
b) If the preferred bid did not require a zoning change, WANT would be 

notified, but the change could begin immediately.
c) If rezoning is required, it will go through the standard process.
d) The preferred bid will be based on revenue.
e) According to the Alderman, landmark status for the building will limit 

possibility for reuse.
f)  Reuse by a private school (CPS would not move a school in) is possible, 

however, the building has asbestos that would need to be removed.
g) The idea of reusing the facade was brought up to the alderman.
h) Ultimately, WANT won’t know more until a bid comes through. 

VI. Upcoming Events
A. Marty’s Fundraiser - May 4 at 2:00 p.m.

1. Proceeds benefit WANT
VII. New Business

A. Edgewater Historical Society is collecting oral histories of immigrants and 
refugees.

B. Someone asked if WANT would want to donate money to saving the 
Andersonville Water Tower.

1. This was referred to the Board for discussion at the next Board Meeting.
C. There was a move to thank the WANT Board for “hard work in a thankless role.”
D. Membership Raffle

VIII. Adjournment - 8:06 p.m.


