
W.A.N.T. General Meeting Minutes
September 26, 2013

I. Land Use and Zoning Committee by Phil
A. Update on Trumbull Elementary School Building
B. Andersonville chamber/Eco Andersonville -  food waste and composting 

starting soon.
  1. Contact Andesonville Development Corp. for info.
            2. Ken Dunn is providing pick up for $3 per week to keep costs down.
      C. A question was asked as to what is going to happen with Ravenswood Pub.
            1. Approved for Zoning
      D. A question was asked about the new building at Clark and Rascher
            1. Six residential units and two commercial

II. Welcome from Treasurer Cameron Kreiger

III. Treasurer's report
 A. Bingo fundraiser raised more than $500 net.
 B. W.A.N.T. currently has 127 memberships.
 C. W.A.N.T. has great business members.
 D. Ahead of expenses, will probably be at break even at the end of the year.
 E. Reminder to committee members to turn in receipts.

IV. Garden Committee Report by Marion
 A. The garden has been going since 1985.
 B. Volunteering at the garden.
  1. There are two more gardening days this season.
   a. Saturday, September 28.
   b. Sunday, October 20.
  2. No experience necessary.

 C. The sink hole has been repaired.
  1. We do need dirt to fill in hole.

V. Traffic on ravenswood from Rogers Park Montessori 
 A. W.A.N.T. has been working for a year with them.
 B. Board members met with the alderman to address traffic issues.
  1. He understand issue and will speak to school. 
  2. Board members will follow up shortly.
  3. The alderman is proposing routes to Rogers Park Montessori.
  4. Hopeful that will be resolved soon.
  5. The idea was raised of having Metro carve out a third lane on 
   Ravenswood.
   a. That idea has not been discussed.

VI. Traffic at Passages Charter School on Bryn Mawr



 A. This is a potentially increased issue as the school is looking to open another 
 high school in the St. Gregory High School space.
 B. Planned community meeting was cancelled.
  1. As a result, the outcome is unclear.
 C. Someone living on Paulina has spoken with the principal who is receptive to 
 coming up with a solution. The Board will follow up.
 D. The suggestion of traffic redirection for Passages or Rogers Park Montessori 
 was made. 
 E. Anyone with solutions or ideas for either issue is encouraged to contact the 
W.A.N.T. Board.
 F. The Board will let everyone know if the meeting is rescheduled.

VII. Rosehill Forest Preserve report from Patrice and Terry
 A. 20 acres of Rosehill Cemetery has become newest Chicago Park District park.
 B. The area is a big bird haven.
 C. Restoration plans involve tree removal (debris has killed or damage many 
 trees).
 D. Community meeting with park district advised the formation of an advisory 
 council.
 E. The group met with park district to discuss plans.
 F. They are now looking for a letter of support from W.A.N.T.
  1. The plan includes an 8 foot asphalt path
  2. The pond is so small it is hard to support
  3. Judy pollock suggested that wildness is critical to sense of refuge and a 
  path would destroy that.
  4. The question of whether parking would be offered was raised. 
   a. There will be no added parking.
   b. There is free Parking on Western.
   c. There are Entrances on Thorndale and Ardmore.
  5. The purpose of the trail is to allow rucks or emergency vehicles in as 
  well as accessibility for runners.
 G. The group is suggesting permeable pavers.
 H. Whether or not the water department would have to install pipes to fill or keep 
 the pond filled was discussed.
  1. The Park District does not have a contingency plan for a drought.
 I. The recommendation is that all paths be permeable and stop at certain points 
 at the pond and that the second path go around the North part.
 J. There was a vote to support plan.
 K. The movement was passed.
 L. There was a movement to end discussion.
 M. The movement was seconded.

VIII. By-laws amendments
 A. The only changes are to the dollar amount for which expenses need to be 
 approved by the board.



 B. Any other changes to term limits are to make our calendar run with the fiscal 
 year rather than the calendar year.
 C. The practical reason for changing the office effectiveness date but not the date 
 they take office was discussed.
  1. It makes sense for the new board to take effect and have three months 
  to come up with a budget.
  2. The thinking is that it's a transition time.
  3. This creates a time with three special events.
  4. Historically, W.A.N.T. was started in the fall, so that is when elections 
  were held.
  5. W.A.N.T. switched to a calendar year budget cycle to accommodate 
  budgeting for businesses who advertise in the newsletter.
  6. One option is have the new Board take over December 1 and have the 
  prior month to be a transition period.
  7. The discussion was tabled and it was suggested that members look at 
  document and suggest changes at the next meeting.

IX. Changes to Trumbull Building
 A. W.A.N.T. is working with other groups including Andersonville Chamber of 
 Commerce and Edgewater Historical Society.
 B. The group requested meeting with alderman but did not receive an answer.
  1. In W.A.N.T. meeting with alderman, we communicated that the 
  community wanted to be apart of the process and wanted to be heard.
 C. Thee Mayor has put a group together to come up with proposal and that 
 should include the community.
 D. Alderman has already heard from many groups who would like to purchase 
 the property.
 E. Building is on the Mayor's radar
 F. The Alderman wants to see what the Mayor's process is going to be and then 
 work within that process.
 G. The question was raised of whether W.A.N.T.  should support the movement 
 to have the building be marked as a historic landmark.
  1. It appears that the coalition's work is winding down.
  2. This landmark status discussion is in the he context that Andersonville 
  Development Corp, who is also interested in the building.
  3. At the last meeting of Edgewater Historical Society, they requested a 
  group of organizations to urge the Alderman to support landmark 
  designation. Andersonville Chamber of Commerce and Andersonville 
  Development Corp. are already supporting.
  4. Landmark status is the best way to do have the building preserved. 
  5. Ultimately it is what is in the ordinance that is protected. 
  6. At a minimum, the two facades would be protected. Trumbull has 
  two: Ashland and foster.
 H. There are eight criteria and two must be met to receive landmark status.
  1. Edgewater Historical Society sent a letter to the commission saying 
  Trumbull meets three of the criteria.



   a. Important architect.
   b. Important building by architect.
   c. Importance in community.
 I. Technical issues are not in question, but aldermanic support is very important. 
  1. The Alderman does respond to community concerns.
 J. Landmark status does not dictate use, and protection for facade would not 
 preclude use, other than demolition.
 K. A question was raised as to how many buildings have landmark status that 
 never become anything.
  1. 520 n. Michigan has facade protection, and is a Nordstrom
 L. Proposition by a private school wouldn't be affected.
 M. Whether or not the building has to be sold depends on recommendation by 
 the city. Leasing is not ruled out.

N. There was an indication from the Alderman that landmark status would limit 
use and schools wee the only proposals that wouldn't require demolition.

O. Kreiger suggested that pushing might make the Alderman less likely to work 
with us in the future.

P. Comments included:
  1. The neighborhood won't want it to be used for something like a Walmart 
  Express.
  2. it would be in the neighborhood's best interest to keep the building. 
  3. Builders would put up the cheapest building.
  Andersonville Development Corp. would like to purchase it for use as a 
  business incubation center.
  4. Landmark status wouldn't stop purchases
 Q. Everyone was urged to note that the vote is for W.A.N.T. to support petition for 
 landmark status, and not for Landmark Status.
 R. There was a motion to support the petition.
 S. The motion was seconded.
 T. There was a vote and the motion passed.

X. Construction on Ravenswood
 A. Not much information is available.
 B. The Alderman is talking to Metra about where their obligation stops. Hopefully 
 will have information at the next meeting.

XI. W.A.N.T. Board Nominee Introductions
 A. There was a vote of Acclimation which passed.

XII. Upcoming Events
 A. Ghostly Garden.
  1. Clare Reter made an appeal for volunteers and help.
 B. Volunteers appreciation lunch November 10.
 C. There is a Homemade Pizza fundraiser on November 12.

XIII. New business



 A. There was an appeal for membership for Edgewater Historical Society.
  1. Introductory offer of $5 includes newsletters.
 B. There was an appeal for help selling ads in newsletter.
  1. Maia was thanked for her work on the newsletter
 C. The date for the december meeting will be forthcoming. 

XIV. Adjournment
!


